Prolonged unconsciousness in a patient on automated peritoneal dialysis.
A 79-year-old man with end-stage renal disease treated by automated peritoneal dialysis was referred to the emergency department for altered consciousness. The first investigations, including toxicology screening, failed to reveal the precise etiology. The patient was treated for a possible seizure. After the progression of central nervous system depression with bradypnea, the patient was intubated and mechanically ventilated. It appeared later on that he had ingested by mistake one of his wife's medications, baclofen. Baclofen was detected in the blood sampled on admission at a level above the therapeutic range. Baclofen is mainly excreted by the kidney. A short-term administration of low-dose of baclofen is not effectively removed by peritoneal dialysis and may result in prolonged but reversible coma.